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St. JaMEs II. 24. 


Te fee then hom that by Works a man is juſtify'd, 
and not by Faith only. 


F it was an uſual thing to take two Texts toa Ser- 


now read to you, thoſe in Rom. iii. 28. (or {ome 
other Text out of ſome of St. Paul's Epiſtles to 
the ſame purpole,) Therefore we conclude that a Man ts 
inſtify'd by Faith; and I wou'd read them both toge- 
ther, as the Theme or Subject whereon I intend to 
diſcourſe at this time. 

For this is indeed my preſent Deſign ; not to handle 
theſe Words of St. James by themſelves, that is, as lay- 
ing down a Notion of Juſtification, to appearance,con- 
trary to what St. Paul teaches in that other Text: But 
to ſhew that St. Paul and St. James, tho' they differ in 
Words and Expreſſions, do yet really both teach the 
lame Doctrine; That neither doth St. Paul, in exclu— 
ding Works from having any thing to do in our Juſti- 
cation, mean to exclude ſuch Works as St. James here 
declares to be neceſſary ; neither on the other {ide doth 
St. James, in aſſerting the Neceſſity of Good Works 
together with Faith, and as the Effects of it, mean to 
attribute more to them than St. Paul do's. 

But before I proceed to ſhew how theſe two Apo- 
ſtles may, as I think, be fairly reconcil'd, it may not 
be amiſs to premiſe this one thing, vix. 


That if that Solution of this Difficulty, which | ſhall _ 


by and by propoſe, ſhould not ſeem clear and farista- 
A 2 . CQory, 


mon, | wor'd ſubjoin to the Words, which | have 


A 8 Preach'd at the 


2 Pct. iii. 16. 


ctory, and if we cou'd not think of any other way where. 
by theſe two Divine Writers might, to our Apprehen- 
ſion, be reconciłd together, and made to ſpeak the lame 
thing; it wou'd nevertheleſs, in that caſe, be reaſonable 
to ſtick to the Words of St. Fames, in their ſtrict and 
molt natural Signification, and to ſuppoſe that St. Pau 
is to be interpreted by him, rather than he by St Paul; 
and conſequently to take for granted, that the Do. 
ctrine, which we are here taught in expreſs words by 
St. James (viz. that Works are necellary as well as Faith, 
to render us ſuch as Gop will approve of and juſtiſy 
at the laſt Day) is undoubtedly true, altho' we cou'd 
not tell which way St. Pauls words might be fairly in- 
terpreted in the ſame Senſe. This, I ſay, appears rea- 
ſonable upon ſeveral Accounts. As namely, 

1. Becauſe we have an expreſs Teſtimony of Scri- 
pture, that in St. Paul's Writings there are ſome thing, 
hard to be underſtood, which they that are unlearned and 
unſtable wreſt to their own Deſtruction. And tis pro- 
bable that thoſe Places wherein he treats concerning 
Juſtification by Faith only, may be reckon'd into that 
number. And this St. Auguſtin ſays exprelly ; vis. 
That the chief Difficulty of all in St. Paul's Epiſtles, is 
his ſo much Commendation of that Faith, which he ſays 
does juſtify ; by which ignorant Men underſtanding no- 
thing elſe but only an Aſſent of the Mind to the Truths of 
the Goſpel (which indeed is the prime and molt pro- 
per Notion of the Word) do thence infer, that a good 
Life is not neceſſary to juſtify and ſave a man. 

And indeed it St. Peter had not made this Obſerva- 
tion concerning the Obſcurity of ſome of St. Pauls 
Writings, tis nevertheleſs no more than what every 
one that reads the Bible muſt needs obſerve ; viz. that 
the Epiſtles of St. Paul, eſpecially where he handles 
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Controverly, are the hardeſt to be underſtood (ex- 
cept perhaps the Prophecies that are not yet accom- 
pliſh'd,) of any parts of the New Teſtament. 

And on the other ſide, it is no leſs obvious to be 
obſerv'd, that the Epiſtle of Si. James, and this Chap- 
ter of it in particular, is, to Appearance, very plain 
and clear; and that, both in the Concluſion which it 
lays down, viz. that we are juſ/tify'd by Works, and not 
by Faith only, and allo in the Arguments u hereby this 
Concluſion is made good, ſrom the 14h Verſe of this 
Chapter to the end. 

Now if the caſe be thus, as it plainly ſeems to te, 
nothing can be more unreaſonable than to interpret 
this Place of St. Fames by thoſe of St. Paul, that is, a 
plain Place by an obſcure one; and on the other fide, 
nothing can be fairer than when we meet with any 
crabbed or difficult Place in any Author, to ſee whe- 
ther his Meaning be not ellewhere exprets'd more 
clearly; and if it be, to conclude that rhe intricate 
Place hath the fame Meaning with the plain one, al- 
tho' we know not how well to reconcile the Words 
and Phraſes thereot to ir. 

And this is the Caſe here: For tho St. Paul and 
St. James were different Writers, yet the Author of 
both their Epiſtles was the fame, viz. the Holy Spi- 
rit of God, by whoſe Inſpiration they both wrote: 
their Writings are conſequently both of them Parts 


of that one everlaſting Goſpel, by which Gop will 


judge the World; and they do both of them con- 
tain (only in different Expreſſions) the Articles of the 
ſame Covenant between Gop and us. It is reaſonable 
therefore in this Caſe, to obſerve the ſame Method 
that we do in other the like Caſes, viz. to put ſuch 
a Senſe and Interpretation, oh any difficult or ambi- 
guous 
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guous Paſſage that we meet with any where therein, 
as to make it agree to and conſiſt with thoſe other 
Paſſages in the ſame Book or Writing, which ſeem to 
be more plainly expreſsd, and of the Meaning of 
which there can be leſs Diſpute. 

2. Another Reaſon why I think (if we could not 


eaſily reconcile St. Paul with St. James we ought 


rather to embrace the Litcral Senſe of St. James, than 
that of St. Paul, and to conclude with him that Good 
Works are neceſſary to our Juſtification and Salvation, 
as well as Faith, is, becauſe (as is obſerv'd by ſeveral 
of the Ancients) this Epiſtle of St. Fames (as likewile 
the Firſt of St. John, the Second of St. Peter, and that 
of St. Jude) was written on purpole to rectiſie t he Mi- 
ſtakes thar ſome had fallen into, thro' their Miſun- 
derſtanding of ſome of St. Paul's Writings. 

Now if this be ſo, we may reaſonably conclude, 
that St. James deſigning this Diſcourſe of his con- 
cerning Faith and Works as a Commentary upon, or 
an Explication of what St. Pau! had written betore 
upon the ſame ſubject, was very careful to avoid all 
that Obſcurity and Ambiguity of Expreſſion, which 
had occaſion'd the Writings of St. Paul to be ſo 
grofly miſunderſtood, and wreſted to ſuch ill pur- 
poſes, as St. Peter obſerves they had been by ſome 
ignorant and perverſe Men; and conſequently that 
St. James ules the Words Faith and Works in that 
Senſe which is moſt natural and obvious, in that Senle 
wherein Common Readers were moſt like to under- 
ſtand them: whereas St. Paul's Epiſtles (I mean thoſe 
wherein he handles this fame SubjeR) being written 
with another Deſign, as I ſhall ſhew hereafter, it may 
well be ſuppos'd that he, having in his writing them 
an Eye to his main Deſign, (which was to ſhew the 
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Neceſſity of embracing the Chriſtian Faith, and the 
no Obligation that lay upon Chriftzans from the Cere- 
monial Law of Moſes} was more careleſs in his other 
Expreſſions, as not fearing that any Perſon, inſtruct- 
ed in the Chriſtian Religion, wou'd ever ſo groſly 
miſunderſtand and pervert his Words, as to think that 
he intended to give Encouragement to a lewd and 
diſſolute Life. 

But this, nevertheleſs, ſome did think, at leaſt they 
pleaded St. Paul's Authority for it, That if Men did 
but believe aright, it was no great matter how they 
livd. Againſt theſe therefore our Apoſtle St. James 
ſets himſelf in this Chapter, and ſhews at large that 
Chriſtianity did not conſiſt only in a true and ortho- 
dox Faith; that a bare Belict in Chri/t, or of the 
Truths of rhe Goſpel, without bringing forth Fruits 
in our Life and Converſation, anſwerable to ſuch a 
Belief, would be in no wiſe ſufficient to juſtify or fave 
us. 

And that in writing this, he had an Eye to what 
St. Paul had written before upon the ſame Subject, 
is farther probable, becauſe he makes uſe of that ve 
Inſtance of Abraham to prove the Neceſſity of Good 
Works together with Faith, which St. Paul had be- 
fore brought againſt the Jews, to ſhew the ſufficiency 


of Faith alone without Works, that is, without thoſe 


Ceremonial Obſervances, which they wou'd have 
preſs d upon all other Chriſtians, and which they laid 
more Streſs upon, and did put more Confidence in, 
than in the weightier Matters of the Law, Fuſt ice, Mer- 
cy and Fidelity. 

This Epiſtle of St. James therefore being written 
after St. Paul's Epiſtles, and, ſo very probably, with 
2 Deſign to explain them where they had been mif- 

underſtood ; 
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underſtood, it is reaſonable to take for granted, that 
- what St. James here plainly Aſſerts, touching the Ne- 
ceſſity of Good Works together with Faith, is the 
Senſe of St. Paul, altho' we cou'd not eaſily bring St. 
Pau's Words to it. Eſpecially if it be conſider'd far- 
ther in the Third Place, 

3. That tho this Epiſtle of St. James had been never 
written; nay, tho' there had not been one plain Text 
in the whole Bible expreſly Aſſerting the Inſufficiency 
of a meer Belief, or of an empty fruitleſs Faith; yet 
we could not underſtand thoſe Paſſages of St. Paul, 
wherein he ſo much magnifies Faith, and decries Works, 
in any other Senſe than what St. Fames here plainly 
teaches, without making thoſe Paſſages in St. Paul to 
cvacuate all the reſt of the Bible, and to contradict 
the whole Deſign of the Goſpel. 

For there is never a Page, hardly a Verſe in the 
whole Bible, wherein the Nature of that Covenant 
which Gop hath made with Mankind is ſpoken of, 
which doth not either in expreſs Words, or by plain 
Conlequence contradict and diſprove that wild No- 
tion of being ſaved only by a bare Belief, tho' wc 

take no Care to lead our Lives ſuitable to our B. 
lick. 

Now this is the Method that we obſerve in the 
Reading of other Books; We conſider the Scope 
and Deſign of the whole, and judge of the Senle oi 
particular Paſſages with Reference to that: and it 
there be any ſingle Paſlage which we apprehend not 
the Meaning of, or which, at the firſt Reading, ſeems 
to have another Meaning than is agreeable to the Au- 
thor's main Deſign, we build nothing upon ſuch 4 
Paſſage, but wait a while to ſee it the Author will 
not elſewhere explain himſelf: And it he dos 115 
| | an 


Commencement at CAMBRIDGE. 


and if at laſt we can't diſcern how that Paſſage can, 
without ſomewhat ſtraining the Words, be reconcil'd 
with others; we conclude however and take for grant- 
ed, that the Author (if he appears to bea Perſon of 
Judgment) is conſiſtent with himſelf, and conſequent- 
ly that in that Paſſage, however the Words of it may 
ſound, he did not mean to thwart and contradict ak 
the reſt of his Book. 

And this is the Caſe here; for the Deſign of our 
Saviour's coming into the World was to make Men 
Holy; all that he did, and taught, and ſuffer d, had a 
Tendency to effect this Deſign ; and his whole Goſpel 
is in a manner made up of Precepts, and Exhortati- 
ons, and Encouragements to Godlineſs and Virtue, 
and of ſevere Threatnings againſt all manner of Sin. 
The Wrath of God is, therein, reveaPd from Heaven, 
againſt all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men, who 
hold the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs : Theſe things are 
plain and undeniable ; this is manifeſtly the Scope 
and Deſign of the whole Bible: and therefore altho 
ſome few Paſſages in St. Pauls Writings ſhou'd, in 
their moſt obvious Meaning, ſeem to imply the con- 
trary to this; it wou'd be reaſonable, however, to be- 
lieve and aſſert the indiſpenſable Neceſſity of an Holy 
Life, together with an Orthodox Belief, rather than 
upon them alone to ground a Doctrine, which, if true, 
wou'd plainly evacuate all the reſt of the Bible, and 
perfectly thwart and contradict the whole Deſign of 
the Goſpel. 

And this I think a ſure Ground for them to go upon 
who have not leiſure to ſtudy the Point, or who atter 
all their ſtudy, are not able clearly to diſcern how 
theſe two Apoſtles may be fairly reconcil'd in their 
kemingly contradictory — one ſaying, That 

we 
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we are juſtify d by Faith, and the other, That we are 


juſtify d by Works, and not by Faith only. 


Plal.xzx1i.1,2. 


Rom iv. 5, 6, 
7,9. 


Which difference nevertheleſs I believe it is not {© 
hard a Matter to reconcile, as at the firit Sight it may 
appear to be; the ſeeming Contrariety between them 
lying, as I ſuppoſe, only in their uſing in different 
ſenſes, the Words Juſtify, Faith, and Works : every 
one of which Words is capable of, and is very often 
in Scripture us d in diſſerent Senſes. For, 

J. As to the Word Juſtify, not to trouble you wich 
the Etymology of it, which is but an uncertain way 
of knowing the common Acceptation of a Word; 
nor yet with the Senſe which Heathen Writers have 
usd the Word in, from whence we cannot with cer 
tainty collect in what Senſe the Sacred Writers do uſe 
it; it may be ſufficient to obſerve, That the moſt ob- 
vious and uſual Signification thereof in Holy Scri- 
pture, is, to receive to Mercy, to abſolve and acquit 
trom former Tranigreſſions. When God juſtifics a 
Man, it is by forgiving him his Treſpaſſes, and acce- 
pting, eſtceming and rewarding him as a righteous 
Perton, altho' he is not really and ſtrictly ſuch. And 
thus St. Paul himſelf ſeems to expound the Word, in 
Rom. iii. 25. Being juſtiſy d freely by his Grace, thro 
the Redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus, whom God hath 
fet forth to be a propitiation thro Faith in his Blood, 
to declare his Righteouſneſs for the Remiſſion of Sins 
that are paſt, thro' the Forbearance of God. In which 
Text, Leing juſtify d , and having our Sins remitted, 
ſcem to be usd as Terms of the fame Signification. 
And the P/a/miſt, meaning to deſcribe the Bleſſednels 
of a juſtity'd Perſon, thus expreſſes it; Bleſſed are 
they whoſe Iniquities are forgiven, aud whoſe Sins arc 
cover'd; Blefſed is the Man to whom the Lord will not 
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impute Sin. And, indeed, this is all the Fu/tification 
that Sinful Men (and ſuch all Men are) are capable of: 
for being in truth Sinners, they can't, by a juſt Goo, 
be acquitted as Innocent: they can therefore be ju/77- 
fyd no other way, but by having their Sins forgiven 
them, and by being receivd to Mercy; for it Gop 
ſhou'd enter into ſtrict Judgment with us, no Man living 
coud be juſtify d in his fight, as the Pſalmiſt ſays, 
Pſal. cxliii. 2. 

To juſtiſy therefore, in the common Scriptual No 
tion of it, is, to abſolve from Guilt, to diſcharge from 
Puniſhment; and accordingly it is frequently in Script- 


ure opposd to Condemnation. It is God that juſtifi Rom. viii. 33, 
eth, ſays the Apoſtle, who is he that condemaecth 2 3+ 
And in another Place, Being juſtify'd by his Blood, we Rom. v. g. 


hall be fav'd from Wrath, thro him. 

Now taking the Word in this Senſe, there is a 7ws- 
fold Juſtification. upto 

Firſt, When we take upon us the Profeſſion of the 
Chriſtian Religion in Bapriſm ; for then our paſt Sins 
are forgiven us, then we are recciv'd into a Covenant 
of Grace and Pardon. 

But this is not a full Juification; for our Sins 
are not then clearly pardon'd and forgiven, becauſe 
they may, after this, be ſtill imputed to us; and fo 
they will be, in caſe we afterwards do either in Pro- 
teſſion or in Works deny that Faith, which we then 
take upon us. Our Second therefore, and our com- 
pleat and final Juſtification is not till the great Day 
of Judgment, when Gop will for ever acquit from the 
Guilt, and free from the Puniſhment of all their paſt 
Sins, all thoſe who continu'd faithful to thar Cove- 
nant, which they entred into with Gop at their Ba- 
ptiſm. | 

„ Sup- 
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Suppoſing therefore at preſent that St. Paul and 
St. James do by Faith and Works both mean the 
ſame things : yet if they do not both ſpeak of the 
ſame Juſtification ; If St. Paul, when he ſpeaks of Ju- 
ſtification by Faith, means the Firſt Juſtification, which 
is diſpenſed to us in Baptiſm ; and St. James, when 
he affirms that we are juſtify d by Works, and not 
by Faith only, means the Second and Final Juſtificati- 
on at the laſt Day; there is plainly no manner of 
Contrariety between them. For it may be true, that 
in order to our being admitted into the Covenant of 
Juſtification and Pardon nothing more may be re- 
quir'd, but only that we firmly believe and embrace 
the Chriſtian Religion ; (and accordingly we may ob- 
ſerve, that asa previous Diſpoſition to Baptiſin nothing 
elſe ſeems to be requir'd, but only that we ſhou'd be- 
lievethe Goſpel, and in Profeſſion renounce our former 
Sins, according to that of St. Philip to the Eunuch, 
Acts viii. 37. If thou believeſt with all thine Heart, 
thou mayſt be baptiz'd ;) and yet it may be true too, 
that our being put into a juſtified ſtate by Baptiſm, 
will in the Event be no Advantage to us, but rather 
only increaſe our Condemnation, unleſs afterwards 
we continue true and faithful to that Profeſſion which 
we then take upon us, and are careful to perform our 
Part of that Covenant which we then enter into with 
Gop. Now, I ſay, this laſt ſeems to be what St. James 
affirms, and the firſt all that St. Paul teaches, at leaſt 
in*many of thoſe Places, where he ſays, We are ju/tify'd 
by Faith. 


For that by the Juſtiffeation which St. Fames ſpeaks 
of, when he fays we are juſtify d by Works, and not 


by Faith only, he means our Final Juſtification at the 
great Day, upon which that Salvation will immedi- 
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ately be beſtow d upon us, which at our Baptiſm was 
only promis d and aſſur'd to us upon certain Condi- 
ions, is evident, by his uſing Juſtification and Salva 
tion, in this Diſpute, as Terms equivalent. For thus he 
expreſſes the Doctrine of the Text, in the 14th. Verſe, 
where he firſt begins to handle the Subject; What 
do's it profit, my Brethren, if a Man ſay he hath Faith, 
and have not Works? can Faith ſave him? It is plain 
that he means the ſame thing there by being /av'd, 
that he do's in the Text and other Verſes of this Chap- 
ter, by being ju/tifyd; and conſequently that by 
Juſtification, in this Diſcourſe of his concerning Faith 
and Works, he means that Final Juſtification, upon 
which Salvation is immediately conſequent. 

And on the other ſide, that St. Paul in very many 
atleaſt, if not in all thoſe Places whercin he attributes 
Juſtification to Faith only without Works, means there- 
by only our Firſt Juſtification, that is, our being ad- 
mitted into the Covenant of Grace, and being put 
into a juſtify d tate by Baptiſm, will, I ſuppoſe, be no 
lels evident, if theſe two things be confider'd. 

1. That in many Places he ſpeaks of Ju/tification as 
a thing paſt, which he cou'd not do if he had meant 
the ſame thing by Juſtification that St. James do's. 
For thus writing to the Corinthians, he ſays, 1 Cor. vi. 


it, Te are, or Ye have been juſtify d in the Name of 


the Lord Feſus : And Rom. vi. 1. ſpeaking of himſelf and 
other Chriſtians that were then living, and conſequent- 
ly not finally juſtify'd in St. Fames's Ule of the Word, 
he ſays, That being juſtify d by Faith they had Peace 
with God. And upon this he grounds their Hope 
that they ſhou'd alſo, if they continu'd in Faith, be 
finally juſtify d by Gop at the laſt Day, verſ. 9. For 
if while we were Sinners Chriſt dyd for us, much morc 


they, 
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then, being now juſtify d by his Blood, we ſhall be ſavd 
from Wrath thro him. 

2. It may be alſo further obſerv'd, That in many 
Places he expreſly joins Juſtification with Baptiſm, as 
an Effect or Concomitant of it; as in Tit. iii. 5, 7, 
Not by Works of Righteouſneſs which we have done, Ly: 
according to his Mercy he ſavd us by the waſhing of 
Regeneration, and renewing of the they Ghoſt, —— 
that being juſtiſy d by his Grace, we ſhou'd be made Heis, 
according to the Hope of Eternal Life; and in 1. Cor. vi. 
11. Such were ſome of you; but ye are waſh'd, but ye 
are ſanctify'd, but ye are juſtify'd: they were juſtify d, 
it ſeems, at the ſame time that they were waſh'd, that 
is, at their Baptiſm, when they openly and folemnly 
renounc'd thoſe wicked Works which they had for. 
merly liv'd in, and took upon them the Profeſſion of 
the Chriſtian Faith. 

Now therefore, if this be granted, which ſeems to 
be very probable, That St. Paul generally means this 
by Juſliſcation, (viz. only our being admitted into 2 
State of Grace and Favour with Gop, at our Baptiſm, 
in which State if we continue by perſevering in Faith 
and Obedience, we ſhall at laſt be j»/tifyd and ac- 
quited fnallyin the great Judgment;) it will be eaiy 
to underſtand all thoſe Places wherein he attributes 
this to Faith only, in a Senſe very agreeable to the 
Doctrine which St. Fames here teaches; it will be eaſy 
then to underſtand what St. Paul means, Rom. iv. 5. 
where he ſays, Thar Gop juſtifies the Ungodly; then, 
lay, that Paſſage which hath been thought the Kronge!!, 
will appear to be no Objection at all againſt St. James 
Doctrine; the Meaning thereof being only this, That 
the Grace of Gop in Chriſt Jeſus is ſo large, as that he 
do's not refuſe even the vileſt and greateſt Sinners, = 

readily 
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readily accepts them to Favour, upon their Beliet of 
the Goſpel, and cloſing with the Terins of it: and 
there will be then no difficulty at all in underitanding 
how Abrabam was juſtify d by Faith only, according 
to St. Paul, and how he was juſtify d by Works, that 
is, not by Faith only, as St. James exprefly aſlirms 
he was, at the 21/ Verſe of this Chapter. For the 
Caſe was thus: Upon his giving a full and hearty At- 
(ent to the Truth of the Divine Promiſes, he was im- 
mediately receiv'd into Gop's Favor and Acceptance, 
even before the Sincerity of his Faith had bcen actu- 
ally try'd by his Obedience: Abraham believed God, 
and it was counted to him for Righteouſneſs, Rom. iv. 3. 
ſo that he was then in a juſtify d flare: and yet, it at- 
ter this he had declin'd to Jeave his Country and his 
Father's Houle, or even to ſacrifice his Son at God's 
Command, he wou'd by this Diſobedience have fall'n 
from that ſtate of Divine Favour, and not have been 
faally juſtify d by Gop; but then all his former (as well 
as his later] fins, which had been once remitted to him, 
with a temporary and conditional Remiſſion, upon his 
firſt entring into the Covenant of Grace, by Pa/, 
by virtue of which Remiſſion, he was, while he con- 
tinu'd in the Covenant, a ju/tify'd Perton) wou'd ne- 
vertheleſs have been imputed to him, and he con- 
demn'd for them, if he had atrerwards {werv d from 

his Obedience. | 
In ſhort therefore, the Juſtification which St. Paul 
generally ſpeaks of, is that whereby we are made #/eirs 
of Salvation, as he himiclt explains it, in the aſore- 
cited Text Tit. iti. 7. That being juſtiſyd by Grace we 
ſhou'd be made Heirs, according to the Hope of eternal 
Life : but the Juſtification which St. James ſpeaks of, 
5 that by which we are actually admitted into the Poſ- 
ſeſſion 
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ſeſſion of this Inheritance. And therefore, tho in order 
to the firſt Juſtification nothing more be neceſſary but 
only that we cloſe with, and accept of thoſe Terms 
of Reconciliation, which Gop offcrs to us: yet in or- 
der to the Second Juſtification, it is moreover neceſſary 
that we ſhould ſtand to and pertorm thoſe Terms; that 
we ſhou'd make good that Covenant which we before 
entred into; or elſe, tho we are now already juſtifyd 
in St. Paul's Senſe, that is, are now already by our 
embracing and believing and profeſſing the Golpel, in 
ſuch a Capacity and Likelihood of obtaining eternal 
Life, as an Heir is of enjoying his Father's Eſtate; we 
ſhall never be juſtify d in St. Fames's Senſe, that is, 
we ſhall never actually poſſeſs and enjoy the Eſtate, 
but notwithſtanding our preſent Heirſhip, ſhall at laſt 


be caſt off, and diſinherited for our Diſobedience. 


And this Obſervation concerning the different Senſes, 
wherein theſe two Apoſtles do ſometimes uſe the Word 
juſtify, may, I ſuppoſe, be alone ſufficient to reconcile 
them in moſt, it not in all thoſe Paſſages wherein they 
ſeem to differ. But, 

II. The Word Faith or Belief, which they do both 
uſe in treating of this Subject, is likewiſe a Word ca- 
pable of, and frequently in Scripture us'd in different 
Senſes; and | believe it may eaſily be made appear, 
that in thoſe Places wherein St. Paul attributes ſo much 
to Faith, wherein he is thought to declare that that is 
the oaly Condition of our final Juſtification, and Admit: 
rance into the Poſſeſſion of the promis'd Inheritance, he 
means quite another thing by Faiuh than St. James docs, 
when he ſays that that alone is not ſufficient, even all 
that St. James means by Faith and Works too. 

I will not trouble you now with all the Significations, 


in which the Word Faith or Belief is usd in Holy 


Scripture; 
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Scripture ; but ſhall take notice only of two, which 
| ſuppoſe moſt applicable to the Cafe in hand. 

1. The Firſt Senſe of it which I ſhall take notice of, 
is that which indeed is the moſt obvious and proper 
Meaning of the Word ; that is, when by Faith is meant, 
An Aſſent of the Mind to the Truth of ſome Reveal'd Pro- 
poſition. And in this ſenſe St. James uſes the Word: By 
that Faith, which being without Works, he ſays, is not 
ſufficient to juſtifie or ſave us, he plainly means no- 
thing more than only a Belief of thoſe Truths, which 
are reveald in the Goſpel. And the Caſe that he puts, 
is this, That a Man believes there is a G o p, and that 
thoſe things which he has reveal'd are true, and that 
all his Promiſes and Threatnings ſhall be made good, 
but nevertheleſs takes no care to live well ; and in this 
Caſe he ſays, that ſuch a Faith as this is an empty, dead 
Faith, and that it will be of no real Advantage to us, 
any more than it is to the Devils, who believe all theic 
Truths as firmly as we can do, but without any Benefit to 
themſelves, becauſe thePromiſes being not made to them, 
they are not thereby incited to the Doing of Good. 

But the Promiſes are made to us, and therefore it can 
hardly be conceived, it is ſcarcely to be ſuppos d that any 
Man that firmly believes all the Truths of the Goſpel, 
and conſiders his own Intereſt therein, ſhou'd never- 
theleis allow himſelf in a wicked Life. Faith is natu- 
rally ſuch an active, lively and working Principle, that 
it can hardly fail to ſhew it ſelf by its Effects: 

2. And for this Reaſon, Secondly, the word Faith, 
which moſt properly ſignifies nothing but the Caule or 
Principle, is oftentimes in Scripture put to ſigniſie 
both the Cauſe and the Effect too, that is, both a 
Belief of the Goſpel-Truths, and alſo a Lite led anſwer- 
ably to ſuch a Belief. 
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And in this large and comprehenſive ſenſe tis clearly 
evident St. Paul does uſe the word in divers Places, and 
eſpecially in thoſe Epiſtles where he treats of aft iſfcat ion 
by Faith, as may appear from his oftentimes uſing 
other words and Phraſes inſtead of the ſingle word 
Faith, For what he ſometimes calls Faith, he, at other 
times in thoſe ſame Epiltles, calls the Law of Faith, 
and the Obedience of Faith: And in Rom. x. 16. he 
molt clearly explains his own meaning to be, to in- 
clude and comprehend Obedience in the word: Faith, 
whenever he attributes ſo much to Faith : But the, 
have not all obeyed the Goſpel, for Eſaias ſaith, Lord, 
who hath believ'd our Report 2 In which words the fame 
thing is plainly meant by obeying the Goſpel, and be. 
lieving the Report of the Preachers of it; from hence 
it clearly appears, That the Faith or Belief which 
he ſo much magnifies in that Epiſtle, is not an idle, 
ineffectual Beliet, but ſuch a Faith as makes Men to 
be obedient. | | 

Foraimnch therefore as the Faith which St. Pay 
{peaks of, when he ſays we are jultity'd by Faith, in- 
cludes in it all that St. James means by Faith and Work: 
too; it is plain, That tho we ſuppole that they do 
both uſe the word jaſtiſte always in the ſame ſenſe, 
there is not, however, any Contrariety in their Do- 
ctrines, alt ho one favs that we are juſtified by Faith, 
and the other, that we are juſtified by Works, and not 
by Faith ouly. But, 

III. There is allo an Ambiguity. in the word Works ; 
and it is not improbable, (nay, I ſuppoſe | ſhall make 
it very plain) that theſe two Apoſtles St. Paul and 
St. James, in their ſeveral Diſcourſes upon the Subject 
of Juſtification, do likewiſe ule this word in very diffc- 
rent ſenſes ; and that St, Paul, when he excludes 1 

dos 
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do's not mean the fame by Works that St. James do's, 
when he affirms that we are ju/tify'd by Works, and 
not by Faith only. 

And if St. Fames, by Works, when he affirms them 
to be neceſſary together with Faith, means thole Works 
of Piety, Juſtice and Charity, and other Moral Duties 
which are required in the Goſpel ; as to any one that 
reads the former Part of the Chapter it will be evident 
that he dos; and on the other ſide, if St. Paul, when 
he excludes Works, means by Works, only, either thole 
materially good Works, which Men might do withour 
the Grace of the Goſpel, or the Merit of Good Works, 
or elſe thoſe Ritual Obſervances which were requir'd 
by the Ceremonial Law of Moſes : then, tho' their 
Words and Expreſſions be different, yet their Senſe 
may be the very ſame. 

Now concerning this Place in St. James, I think: 
there can be no Diſpute ; he plainly takes both Fazizh 
and Works in the moſt proper and uſual acceptation of 
the words: by Faith, when he aftirms that Faith alone 
is not ſufficient, he plainly means a meer Belief of the 
Truths of the Goſpel ; and by Works, when he affirms 
that they are neceſſary together with Faith, he plainly 
means ſuch a fort of Life and Converſation, as the Belief 
of the as nf bj is naturally apt to produce, a Con- 
verſation becoming the Goſpel of Chriſt : and both theſe 
he affirms to be neceſlary, in order to our final Juſtifica- 
tion at the laſt Day. 

And on the other fide, St. Paul, if at any time he 
ſpeaks of the fame Juſtification that St. James do's, means, 
by Faith, when he ſays we are juſtity'd by that only, 
all that St. James means by Faith and Works too (as 
hath been ſhewn already) and by Works, when he ſays 
we are juſtify'd without Works, he means only, * 
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the Merit of good Works, or ſuch Works as might be 
done by unregenerate Men without the Grace of the 
Go'pel, or elle the Ritual Obſervances of the Moſaical 
Law. | 
And that he uſes the Words in theſe Senſes, and do's 
not mean to exclude trom being a Condition of our 


final Juſtiftcation that hearty Obedience to the Pre- 


cepts of the Goſpel, which a firm Belief of the Truths 
of it is naturally apt to produce, will further appear, it 
theſe two things be conſider d: 1. The Occaſton and 
Dean of thoſe Diſcourſes of St. Paul, wherein Faith is 
to much magnily'd, and Works are ſet fo light by: And, 
2. The ſeveral Cautions that are here and there inter- 
mix d in thoſe Diſcourſes, as it were on pur poſe to pre- 
vent our miſtaking his Meaning, and thinking that we 
may be ſav'd by Faith alone, without a good Lite. 

1. We may conſider the Occaſion and Deſign of thoſc 
Diſcourſes of St. Faul, wherein Faith is ſo much magni- 
tyd, and Works are ſet fo light by; and which conlc- 


quently do ſeem moſt to contradict the Doctrine here | 


taught by St. James. 

And I premile this firſtof all; That none of St. Paus 
Epiſtles ſcem to have been written as if they were in- 
tended to comprehend the whole Chriſtian Religion ; 
they rather ſuppoſe Chriſtianity already planted 1n 
thoſe Places, to which his Epiſtles are directed. It was 
not conſequently his Intention, in every Epiſtle that hc 
wrote, to teach all the Principles of the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, and to lay again the Foundation of Repentance 
from dead Works, and of Faith towards God; for all this 
had been done before; thoſe ſame Apoſtles, by whoſe 
Miniſtery they had been converted and baptiz d, having 
alſo then (according to the Commiſſion given them 


Nat xxvili. ao. by Chriſt) taught them to obſerve all things whatſoever 
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our Lord had commanded. As luch therefore the Apoſtle 
conſider'd the Perſons to whom he wrote, viz. as true 
Diſciples of Chriſt, as Perſons that had before been 
taught to. obey as well as believe the Goſpel ; and fo 
had no fear upon him, that by his uſing the word 
Faith or Works in an uncommon ſenſe (and yet in 
ſuch a ſenſe as the Controverſy he was handling led 
him to uſe them in) they to whom he wrote wou'd 
ever be in danger of embracing an Opinion lo contrary 
to the firſt Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, as it 
plainly was, to think that they might. be tav'd only 
by believing, without obeying the Goſpel. 

The main Deſign then, I ſay, of moſt of St. Paul's 
Epiſtles, I mean of the Controverſial. Parts of them, 
ſeems to be to furniſh the Chriſtians to whom he wrote, 
with Anſwers to thoſe Objections, which. the Enemies 
to Chriſtianity, among whom they liv'd, did make a- 
gainſt it. And molt of the Churches to which his Epi- 
ſtles are directed, were made up chiefly of Gentile- 
Converts, with whom nevertheleſs. there were ſome 
Jewiſh-Converts allo intermix'd ; but the far greateſt 
Part of the Inhabitants of thoſe Places were profeſsd 
Jews or Gentiles, who, though both zealous, each tor their 
own Way, and againſt each other, yet readily join'd their 


forces together, as againſt a common Enemy, to hinder 


the growth and ſpreading of Chriſtianity, 

So that St. Paul had three ſorts of Adverſaries to 
deal with, viz. the Gentiles, the Fews, and the Fudaizing 
Chriſtians. 

1. The Gentiles; who had been long bred up under 
the Inſtitution of their Philoſophers, and by their good 
and wholſom Precepts of Morality, were in a good 
Readineſs and Diſpoſition to embrace the Goſpel ; 
which, in general, commanded little more than. they 

were. 
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were taught before by their own Philoſophers, only 


requiring a ſtricter and more perfect Oblervance of 
thoſe Rules, and adding new Motives and Encourage- 
ments to it, from the plain Revelation of a future ſtate 
of Rewards and Puniſhments, ot which, before the 
Coming of Chriſt, Men had but an obſcure Notion, 
and very lender Aſſurance. | 
The main Objection therefore which theſe had to 
make againſt St. Paul, was, that he took (as they 


thought) a great deal of pains to little purpoſe, in 


going about to eſtabliſh a new Belief, and a new Pro- 
feſſion of Religion among them, ſeeing that as to Pra. 
ctice, they had been taught all the ſame things in ſub. 
ſtance by their own Philoſophers ; ſo that conlequently 
they thought, he might have ſpar his labour. They 
were of the mind of our Modern Deiſis, That Natural 
Religion was fo good and perfect, that it needed no 
Revelation to improve it. 

Againſt theſe therefore the Apoſtle proves the Ne- 
ceſſity of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, and of Faith in 
Chriſt : becauſe tho Men had been taught well before, 
they had never practis d as they had been taught; that 
by reaſon of the Weakneſs of Humane Nature, they 


had never livd up to what they knew was their Duty; 


that therefore no Man cver was or cou'd be juſtity d 
in Gops ſight, by the Law of Nature, or the firſt Co- 
venant made with Mankind, which requir'd ftrict and 
unſinning Obedience ; that conſequently it was necel- 
lary to believe in Chri/e, and to enter into that more 
gracious Covenant, which he by his Blood had made 
between Go p and us, whereby he had encourag'd good 
Works with better Promiſes, and offcr'd to afford us 
divine ſtrength and ſuccour to aſſiſt our Endeavours : 
by which Covenant of Grace in Chriſt (tho' indeed 
we 
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we were ſtill oblig d to the ſame Duties which the Law 
of Nature had laid upon us) we might be juſtify'd, 
which by the other we could not be; becauſe that re- 
quir'd ſtrict and unſinning Obedience, whereas 7his 
made Allowance for the Weakneſs of Humane Nature, 
and left room for Repentance, if at any time thro” 
Careleſneſs or Surpriſe we ſhou'd come {ſhort of our 
Duty. And to ſhew the Advantage of this Covenant 
made by Chriſt, and the Impoſlibilty of being jultify'd 
any other Way, than by having our Sins remitred 
to us through Faith in his Blood, ſecms to have been 
mainly deſign'd by the Apoſtle in the former Part of 
his Epiſtle to the Romans. 

Now the firſt Covenant made with Mankind being 
indeed a Covenant of Works, without Grace, therefore 
in Oppolition to, and to diſtinguiſh s from that, he, 
with good Reaſon, calls thr, ſometimes Grace, fome- 


times the Law of Faith, ſometimes the Preaching of 


Faith, and ſometimes barely Fazth ; which he ſays is rhe 
only Way by which tis poſſible for us to be juſtity*d,be- 
cauſe our Nature is ſo corrupt and degenerate, that wo 
cannot perform perte& and unſinning Obedience. But, 

2. The Jews were allo as conceited of themielves as 
the Gentiles, and as unwilling to accept of the Cove- 
nant made by Chriſt, becauſe they truſted to be {av'd 
by the Obſervation of the Law of Moſes. 

And therefore the Apoſtle likewite, againſt 7heſe, en- 
deavours to ſhew that they were Sinners as well as the 
Gentiles,and (ſtood in as much need of a Saviour as they. 
And this he do's in the four or five firſt Chapters of his 
Epiſtle to the Romans; in ſome Paſſages of which (eſpe- 
cially ih the firſt and ſecond Chapters) he ſeems to have a 
peculiar Reſpect to the Gentiles; and in other Places to 
theJews more eſpecially, and in ſome to both of a 
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And the ſumm of his Argument is this ; That ſince 
all, both Jews and Gentiles had ſinned, and come ſhort 
of the Glory of God, it was therefore neceſſary that a 
Redeemer ſhou'd come, to make Atonement for their 
paſt Sins, and to eſtabliſh a New Covenant betu een 
Gop and Men; which he calls Faith, or the Law of 
Faith, to diſtinguiſh it from the Law of Moſes, which 
was truly a Law of Works ; and by this Covenant of 
Grace or Faith in Chriſt, which was open and free for 
all to enter into, both Jews and Gentiles, he ſays, might 
be juſtiſy d, which they could not either of them be 
by the Law of Works, nor the Jews any more than 
the Gentiles by the Ceremonial Law of Moſes ; that 
being never deſignd by Gop as a Condition of 
Juſtification, as having only Temporal Rewards and 
Puniſhments annex'd to it. 

Sccing therefore the Jews as well as the Gentiles had 
broken the firſt Law given to Mankind, which requir'd 
unſinning Obedience, he ſays there was no Means o. 
Juſtification now left for either of them, but by Faith 
in Chri/?, that is, by coming into that New Covenant 
which Chriſt had eltabliſh'd by his Death, and offcrd 
to us in the Goſpel, But, 

3- Beſides theſe two, the Apoſtle had alſo a third 
fort of Adverſaries to deal with, which did coſt him as 
much trouble as either of the former ; and they were 
{ome who being born and bred Jews, had been converted 
to Chriſtianity by the Preaching of the Apoſtles, but 
nevertheleſs {till retain'd ſuch a great Liking and Venc- 
ration for Moſes and his Law, that they thought they 
were yet bound to obſerve it as much as ever; and not 
only jo, but they wou'd fain have forc'd the ſame upon 
the Gentiles too, telling them, that notwithſtanding 
Chriſt, they were bound to be circumcis d as the Jeu 

were, 
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were, and to keep the Law of Moſes, and that ot her- 
wile they cou'd no: be favd. 

Againſt theſe, therefore, the Apoſtle proves at arge, 
(eſpecially 1 in his Epiſtle to the Ga/atzans) that the Law 
given by Moſes wasgever delign'd to oblige the Gentiles, 
nor the Jews neither any longer than till the coming 
of Chriff ; that that Law was, to the Jews themſelves, 
only a School-maſter to bring them unto Chriſt, that is, 
to prepare and diſpoſe them to receive his more pure 
and heavenly Doctrine; that therefore now, aſter the 
Revelation and Þ reaching of the Goſpel, that Law was 
of no further Ule : After that Faith is come, lays he, 
t that! is, after the Goſpel is preach d, we are no longer un- 
der a School maſter, Galat. iii. 25. Tha the Ceremonial 
Law was na up only of Types and Shadows, whereol 
Chriſt was the Subſtance, and that therelore the Sub 
tance being now come, they were to ccaſe; that the 
Ceremonial Law was given only to exerciſe the Je 
Nation for {ome time, "and was then to give Way to a 
better Law, the Law of Faith or Evangelical Obedience ; 
that Abraham himſelf was juſtify'd by the fame Means 
and Method which is now propounded in the Goſpel, 
viz, by a lively Faith in the Promiſes of God working 11 
him a ready Obedience to whatſoever God requir 'd of 
him; and that he was thus juſtity'd belore he was cir- 
cumcis d, and therefore ſo might they be too, without 
Circumcition, and ſuch other Ritual Obſervances. 

In the management of which Diſpute with theſe 
Judaizing Chriſtians, the Apoſtle calls the Chriſtian 
Religion, as opposd to the Jewiſh, by the word Faith, 
to diſtinguiſh it from the blervarion of Moſes's Law, 
which was call'd Works, or the Works of the Law. And 
uling the word in this ſenſe, he ſays, We are jaſtify d 


by Faith, and, by Faith only, that is, by the Faith and 
> 


Obedience 
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Obedience of the Goipel ; and that there is no need at 
all of Works, that is, of ſuch Works as were enjoin'd 
by the Ceremonial Law, which they laid ſuch great 
INAC upon ; for thus he often explains himſelt, ex- 
prelly calling thoſe Works which he rejects, the Work; 
of the Law, thereby plainly diſtinguiſhing them from 
Works of Evanzelical Obedience, anc 4 cle arly intimating 
that it was not his intention to exclude theſe, tho he 
did thoſe. 

Thus the Apaſtle manag'd the Controverſy he was 
engag d in with theſe three Adverſaries : and that his 
main Deiign was to oppoſe One or Other of them in 

all thole Places wherein thoſe Pat ſſages are found which 
0 much magnifie Faith, and vilifie Works, (which are 
clpecialiy the Epiſtles to the Romans and Galatians 
will, I ſuppoſe, readily appear to any one that ſha! 
attentively read them over; and | think it will be 
impollible to make out the Context, or to ſhew how 
thole Places do at all tend to the carrying on theſc 
Defigns, it we take the words Faith and Works in any 


Stine ſenſe than | have before ſaid St. Paul do's uic 


them in. 

2. But, Secondly, That the Apoſtle St. Paul did not 
intend to exclude ſuch good Works as St. James here 
requires (vie. Obedience to the Precepts of the Goſpel) 
from being neceſſary to our final Juſtification at the 


_ great Day, will yet further and more plainly appear, 


in reading over thole Epiſtles, we do but oblerve my 
ſeveral Caut ions that are here and there intermix d, 
it were on purpoſe to prevent our putting ſuch an 
Interpretation upon his Words. 

And firſt in the Epiſtle to the Romans, in Chap. ii. 
Ver. 6. he tells us plainly, that God will render to every 
Man according to his Works, Tribulation and Angi, 
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ſhall we ſay then ? 
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upon every Soul of Man that doth evil; and Glory, Flonour 
and Peace, ” every Man that w orketh Good : Which 
Patiage would be very odly put in, in a Dilcourie 
wherein he was proving og the Sufticiency of Taub alone 
for Juſtification, iH thercby he had meant ſuch a Faith 
as might be without good Works. 

But in the 13 Verie of that Chapter he contradicts 
that Opin:on moſt expreſly: 
Law, lays he, ſhall be juſt before God, but the Doers 
of the 1 Lin ſhall be j «ſtify d. It teems then that St. Paul s 
Tuſt ific ation by Faith only, Was not a Jul, fic ation with- 
out Works ; the Faith, that he there peaks of, muſt 
needs therefore be ſuch a Faith as includes 1) orks in it ; 
The Docrs of the Law th ” Le juſt fed, 

And io again, < hap. ii iii. Ver. 21. aſter he had ſaid 

that both Circumc iſton and Uncircumciſion mult be 
juitity d by Faith, and that they could not be jullit) 1 
any other way; that they might not take Faith 1 
ſuch a narrow ſenſe as to exclude good Works, he adds, 
Do we then make void the Law thro Faith ? Goa { forbid ; 
Tea, we eſtabliſh the Law. 

And to the lame purpoſe again, Chap. vi. Ver.1. hat 
ſhall we continue in Sin that Grace 
may abound 2 God forbid. How fhall we that are dead 
to din live any longer therein? And again, Ver. 1 5. Hat 
then > ſhall we Hin, becauſe we are not under the Law, 
but under Grace ? God forbid, 

And laſtly, (to name no more) in the viu® Chap. of 
that Epiſtle, Ver. 1. when he was come to the Conclu— 
ſion ot this Controverly, having thewn at large the 
Inſufficiency of all other Ways, and the abſolute ne- 
cel] ity of accepting the Go! pel- Truths.,in order to juſti- 
fication, he goes on to ſhew the Bletſednets of thoſe 
ho believ d in Chriſt, in theſe words; 7 here 7s there- 
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Not the Flearers of the 
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fore now no Condemnation to them which are in Chri/! 
Jeſus : but then, leſt they ſhould miſtake him, ani 
think that a bare Belief in Chriſt, or the Proteilion 
of his Religion only, was enough to entitle them to 
his Bleſſednets, he adds, who walk not after the Fleſh, 
but aſter the Spirit. 

The like Care he has allo taken in his Epiſtle to the 
Galatians, where he handles this Controveriy again, 
with a ſpecial reſpect to the Jewiſh Law; where we 
may ob{crve, that to prevent all Miſunderſtanding ot 
what he had deliver'd touching the ſufficiency of F. 
without Works, he takes frequent occaſion to declare 
his Meaning to be, only to exclude the Works of tlic 
Law, not the Oledience of the Goſpel. 

Particularly in the tuo laſt Chapters he is very lars. 
in explaining what kind of Liberty he had been beton 
pleading for; Stand faſt therefore, ſays he, in the I. 
berty wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, and be nor 
entangled again with the Toke of Bondage, Galat. v. 1. 
And what Bondage he meant, appears in the next Verte, 
Behold, I Paul jay wnto you, that if you be cireumcis d, 
Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing; that is, If you ſtill truſt 
to be ſavd by your Jewiſh Obſervances, you diſclaim 
and renounce the Covenant which Chriſt hath made for 
you, and fo can expect no Benefit from it; Whoſoever of 
you, ſays he, are juſtify d, that is, hope to be julli'y d, 


by the Law, ye are fallen from Grace. For We, thro 


the Spirit, wait for the Hope of Righteouſneſs, by Faith ; 
We, that is, we Chriſtians, no leis than you Jews, «0 
wait for the Hope of Righteouſneſs, that is, tor a Rc- 
ward of our Righteoulneſs: but then it is not fuch a 
Righteouſneſs as yours, a Righteouſneſs conſiſting 1 
the Obſervation of Rzires and Ceremonies, but thro 
the Spirit, that is, by a Spiritual Rightcouinels ; and my 
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by Faith, that is, tis ſuch a Righteouſneſs as is u rought 
in us by Faith, that is, by our Belief of the Go! pol 
of Chriſt. For, ſays he, Ver. 6. in Chrift Jeſus nei- 
ther Circumciſion availeth any thing, nor Uncircumciſon, 
but Faith; not any Faith, but Faith which worketh 
by Love, or, Faith which is made pertect by Love. 
Which words he repeats again in Chap. vi. Ver. 15. 
only inſtead of Faith putting in another word, not io 
ambiguous ; In Chriſt Jeſus, neither Circumciſion avail- 
eth any thing, nor Uncircumciſton, but a new Creature. 
And the ſame Apoſtle in another parallel Place, in 
another of his Epiſtles, puts it out of all doubt what 
he means in the firtt of theſe Places, by Faith, when he 
cxpretles the lame by Obedience; Circumciſion is no- 
thing, and Uncircumcift on is nothing, but the keeping the 
Commandments of God, 1 Cor. vii. 19. 

And now by all that hath been wo, I ſuppoſe, it 
ſufficiently appears, that by Faith, St, Paul means 


ſomething more than only a bare Be 10 of the Goſpel- 


Truths, when he makes it the fole Condition of 
Juſtification ; 
Works of Evangelical Obedience, when he excludes 
them from being neceſſary in order to it: ſo that 
St. Paul do's not, any more than St. James, exclude 
luch good Works as are the natural Ellects of a true, 
lively, and Chriſtian Faith, from being neceſſary toge- 
ther with Faith, in order to our full and final Tuſtifica- 
tion at the laſt Day. 

And from all that hath been ſaid, I think it appears, 
that St. Paul and St. James agree very well together ; 
which was the Point that I propos'd to make good. 
St. James indeed ſays here, that Faith alone, or a bare 
Beliet of the Goſpel, will not do without Works an- 


lwcrable to our Belief ; Je ſee, how that by Works a 


Man 


and that by Works, he do's not mean 
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Man is juſtify d, an wot by Faith only: St. Paul, on 
the other fide, ſays, that we are juſtify d by Faith : but 
tho' his manner of Expreition be diſterent from, and, 
in the Letter, ſeemingly contradictory to St. Fames's, 
his Meaning 1s plainly the fame. He affirms, indeed, 
that we are jultify'd by Faith : but then, as I have 
thewn, he means the ſame thing by Faith, that St. Fame: 
dos by F Faith and Works too; he means ſuch a Faith 
as Abraham's was, (for that is his Example as well as 
Rr James's ;) he means ſuch a Faith as however it is 
try d, approves it felt by a ready Obedience, as Ara. 
hams did: and the Works which he rej: Qs as uſele/s 
and une cel. 7, Or 45 not /uf/icic nt, are not luch as bra 
hams were, the Fruits of a ey Faith ; but either r 
meer Ritual Obſerws mces, or elle ſuch Works, as t. 

materially good, are not done out of a good We 
vertuous Principle. Ina word, he oppoſes Faith, his 


juſtifying and ſaving Faith, not to Evangelical Obe dience: 


but either to unſinning Obedience, by which none can 
be juſtify' d, becauſe all are Sinners; or to an Opinion 0! 
Merit, which there can never be any Grou nd {or ; or, 
Iaſtly,tothe Rites and Ceremonies of Moſes's Law, hic! 
Law, he ſhews, was not then obliging, and ſo cou'd no! 
be the Condition of Juſtification. 


The USE we ſhoud make of what hath been! 
upon this Subject, is this; We ſhould be hereby! 
cited to the diligent Performance of that whole © 
dition that (according to the Doctr. ine taught by bot!) 
theſc Apoſtles) is requir d of us in order to )Salvati 

which is, not only to Believe in CHriſt, and to mais 
Proſeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, but like wife to Live 
as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt, and to bring | ort1, 


plenteouſſ y all the Fruits of Righteoutnels. 
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And this ikewile St. Petey teaches, in his 2d Epi/tle, 
. 5, Sc. with whole words 1 ſhall conclude ; Beſides 
this, giving all diligence, add to your Faith, Vertue; and 
to Vertue, Knowledge ; and to Knowledge; Temperance ; 
and to Temperance, Patience ; and to Patience, Godli- 
neſs ; and to Godlineſs, Brotherly Kindneſs ; and to Bro 
therly Kindneſs, Charity. For if theſe things be in you, 
and abound, they make you that ye ſhall neither be bar- 
ren nor unfruitful in the Knowledge of Our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. But he that lacketh theſe things, is blind, and 
cannot ſee afar off, and hath forgotten that he was 
purged from his old Sins. Wherefore the rather, Bre- 
thren, give diligence to make your Calling and Fle- 
tion ſure : for if ye do theſe things, ye ſhall never fall: 
For ſo an Entrance ſhall be miniſtred unto you abun- 
dantly, into the Everlaſting Kingdom of Our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


Which God, of his infinite Mercy, grant, for tlie 
Sake of the fame Our Lord IESusS CHRIST; 
To whom, Oc. 


FINIS. 


BOOKS Printed for Walter Kettilby, at the 
Biſhop's Head in St. Paul's Charch-Yard. 


H E Sufficiency of a Standing Revelation | in general, 

and of the Scripture Revelation in particular, both as 
to the Matter of it, and as to the Proof of it; and that New 
Revelations cannot reaſonably be Deſired, and would he 
probably Unſucceſsful. In Eight Sermons, preach d in the 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul, London, at the Lecture founde ed 
by the Honourable Robert Boyle, Eſq; in the Year eo. 

A Sermon Preach'd before the Honourable Houſe of Com- 
ons, Jan. 3oth. 169. 

St. Paul and St. James Reconcil'd : A Sermon Preacl'd 
before the Univerſity of Cambridge, at St. Mary's Church, on 
Comment ement-Sunday in the Afternoon, me 3oth. 175-0 
The Second Edition. Theſe by the Reverend Dr. Blac la, 
Chaplain in Ordinary to Her Majeſty. 


Fifteen Sermons Preach'd on ſeveral Occaſions. By thc 
moſt Reverend Father in God, 70h Lord Archbiſhop of 7: 6; 
Primate of England, and Metropolitan. The Second Ed. 
tion, Price 5. | 

Sermons on ſeveral Occaſions. In Two Vol. By . 
Reverend Mr. E. Young, Fellow of N incheſter-Cofteo Te, ne 
Dean of Sarum. Price 10 5. 

The Faith and Practice of a Church of Engl. inde Man, The 
Sixth Edition. Price 4 4 

The Divine Original of the Holy Rite of Confirmat 07, a1; 
the True Intent of the Church of Fand in her Uſe of it, 
the great Benefits which might be ol btaln 'd by the reſto 
of it to Conſtant and Regular Practice. Moſt ot it dels | 10 
in a Sermon Preach'd at the Triennial Viſitation of tie 1K! 
Reverend Father in God, James Lord Biſhop EL 
held at Auntinodon, June 20th. 1709. and now Publi 
with ſome Additions, at the Requeſt of His Lordſhip, 
Others. To which is added an Appendix, containing ens 
Rules of Direction to be obſerv'd for the better recet! 
of Conſir mation, and for preſerving and encreaſing the Eo! 1; 
Ghoſt in the Confirmed Perſons; with a ſhort Deſcrip! 10 
of the Nature, Operation, Gifts and Fruits of the Spirit, 41 4 
Prayers ſuitable to theſe Occalions. By Samuel Saywel!, B. D. 
Rector of Blunt ſham in Huntingdonſbire, and ſometime Fellon 
of St. John's College in Cambridge, Price 4 d. 
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